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National Chair visits 
trade federation of Peru 


Special from LABOR TODAY 

by Lawrence Wittner 

The recent announcement by the 
founder of Amazon, Jeff Bezos, 
that his company would give sub¬ 
stantial raises to its lowest-paid 
employees should not blind us to 
the fact that most American work¬ 
ers are not receiving big wage in¬ 
creases. In fact, the real wages 
(that is, wages adjusted for infla¬ 
tion) of average American workers 
are declining. 

When justifying the Republicans’ 
December 2017 $1.5 trillion tax cut 
for corporations and the wealthy, 
President Donald Trump and House 
Speaker Paul Ryan claimed that 
it would result, in 2018, in wage 
gains for American workers ranging 
from $4,000 to $9,000 each. 

But, in reality, nothing like that 
has materialized. Instead, as the 
U.S. Labor Department reported, 
between the second quarter of 
2017 and the second quarter of 
2018, the real wages of American 
workers actually declined. Indeed, 
the second quarter of 2018 was the 
third straight quarter—all during 
the Trump administration—when 
inflation outpaced wage growth. 
The last time wages grew substan¬ 
tially above inflation was in 2016, 
during the Obama administration. 
Consequently, by August 2018, as 
the Pew Research Center reported, 
the purchasing power of American 
workers’ wages was at the same 


level as in 1978. 

Why did the Republican promis¬ 
es go unfulfilled? A key reason for 
stagnating wages lies in the fact 
that U.S. corporations used their 
windfall derived from the slashing 
of the corporate tax rate from 35 
to 21 percent under the 2017 GOP 
tax legislation to engage in stock 
buybacks (thereby raising their 
stock prices) and to increase divi¬ 
dends to share-holders. This prac¬ 
tice produced substantial gains 
for big corporate investors but did 
nothing for workers. Although it 
appears that some workers (a re¬ 
ported 4 percent) did receive pay 
raises thanks to the tax cuts, it’s 
estimated that corporations spent 
88 times more on stock buybacks 
than on pay increases for workers. 


So let’s stop saying that Republi¬ 
can rule in the United States—from 
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Special to The Worker 

HOLLYWOOD, CA - While in 
Lima, Peru recently, PCUSA Na¬ 
tional Chair Joseph Hancock 
met with Victor Gorritti Can¬ 
dela, the Secretary of Planning 
and Logistics for the Confeder- 
acion General de Trabajadores 
Del Peru (CGTP). The Peruvi¬ 
an working class is celebrating 
the 100th anniversary of the 
achievement of the 8 hour day. 

The founder of the CGTP, Jose 
Carlos Mariategui, was also the 
founder of the Peruvian Com¬ 
munist Party (PCP). His most fa¬ 
mous work, “Seven Interpreta¬ 
tive Essays on Peruvian Reality,” 
published in 1928, is the basis 
for the organizing successes 
of both the CGTP and the PCP, 
which enjoy wide popular sup¬ 
port. 

Modern Peru suffers from many 
of the attacks on the working 
class that we are experienc¬ 
ing in the United States today: 
widespread corruption, a con¬ 
stitutional crisis, attacks on 
the standard of living of the 
working class, attempts to pri¬ 


vatize Social Security, attacks 
on workers’s pensions, and the 
outright theft of Peruvian natu¬ 
ral resources by multi-national 
corporations. 

There are no simple answers to 
Peru’s economic problems. The 
neoliberal model followed by 
the right-center politicians has 
been a complete disaster for 
Peruvian working people. The 
CGTP and PCP program of class 
oriented struggle with mass 
demonstrations in the streets 
is the only solution. We in the 
US can learn a great deal from 
the Peruvian example. A world 
without workers is impossible, a 
world without capitalism is nec¬ 
essary. 



]Lo fuerza que nos une! 



L-R Victor Gorritti Candela, Secretary of Planning for the Confeder- 
acion General De Trabajadores Del Peru, CGTP, Lima, Peru, and Jo¬ 
seph Hancock, Naitonal Chair, Politburo of the Central Committee, 
PCUSA. (photo provided) Dec. 2018-Jan. 2019. 
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New “planetary 
health diet can 
save lives and 
the planet 

NEW BRUNSWICK, NJ - “If we can 
assist people in regaining healthy 
lifestyles, and improve the envi¬ 
ronment, it’s a win-win situation,” 
Tracy Ford, chair of the Animal 
Rights Commission for Party of 
Communists USA said. “The new 
report of International scientists 
say by reducing red meat and sug¬ 
ar by half and increasing fruits, 
vegetables, and nuts is key to 
their research. 

”A diet it says can improve health 
while ensuring sustainable food 
production to reduce further dam¬ 
age to the planet,” Ford states. 

And it can prevent up to 11.6 mil¬ 
lion premature deaths without 
harming the planet, says the re¬ 
port published Wednesday in the 
medical journal The Lancet. 

continued on page 3 
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BY ALAN SHORB 

This article is an eyewitness re¬ 
port from what was known as the 
Thomas fire that began in Ventura 
County, California in 2017. Since 
that time, there have been sever¬ 
al wildfires in California that have 
devastated the state. The two big¬ 
gest privately owned utility com¬ 
panies, Pacific Gas and Electric, 
and Southern California Edison are 
largely responsible for the loss of 
life and property caused by these 
fires because of inadequate main¬ 
tenance of their equipment, which 
was the origin of these unneces¬ 
sary tragedies. By their consistent 
neglect, and despite repeated 
warnings from experts in the ener¬ 
gy industry that a clear and pres¬ 
ent danger existed, these large 
private utilities ignored the warn¬ 
ings. These ececutives have shown 
us their true colors, that they only 
care about maximum profits at the 
expense of the working class. 

The PCUSA believes that all utili¬ 
ties should be publicly owned and 
maintained by the people, not pri¬ 
vate corporations. Using the power 
of eminent domain, we call on the 
Governor and the California leg¬ 
islature to seize control of these 
companies and their remaining 
assets, and to place them under 
the direct control of the California 
Public Utilities Commission. PG 6t 
E and Edison utility workers should 
become state employees with full 
and complete competitive salary 
and benefits negotiated by their 
trade unions. Power to the people! 

Upper Ojai, CA. My partner, Nuri, 
and I first heard at 6:30 pm from 
Nuri’s son-in-law that a fire had 
started a couple of miles from 
us. This was the beginning of the 
Thomas Fire. 

We could see the glow from the 
fire behind the next hill. Strong 
Santa Ana winds were blowing in 
our direction, so we kept our eyes 
on that glow. We also called elder¬ 
ly neighbors, who had not heard 
about the fire, in order to alert 
them to the danger. By 8pm we de¬ 
cided to evacuate. Driving the half 
mile out our dead-end road to the 
state highway was disconcerting. 
Right away we were blocked by 
the first fire trucks coming up our 
road. Then we passed a neighbor 
struggling with horses to get away 
from the fire. Before we reached 
the highway, we could see flames 
only hundreds of yards away, with 
the wind starting to blow glow¬ 
ing embers across our path. Even 
after we got to the highway and 
turned toward Ojai, away from the 
flames, the wind was filling the air 
with smoke and embers, and small 
fires were springing up on all sides. 
I was having trouble breathing, 
which didn’t clear up until several 
hours after we came down into the 
small city of Ojai, which was not 
yet involved. 

We spent the night in Ojai, with 
Nuri’s daughter about 10 miles 
from the fire, expecting the fire 


to be substantially under con¬ 
trol when we woke up. However, 
in the morning, we saw that the 
fire was burning along the tops of 
many of the hills above town. And 
on TV there was nothing but cover¬ 
age of the fire, which by that time 
had reached Ventura, just over a 
ridge from Ojai, pushed along by 
the continuing Santa Ana winds. 
Hundreds of homes in Ventura had 
destroyed by then. At about 10 am 
the power went out all over Ojai, 
and we decided to evacuate again. 
It took us over two hours to get 
out of town, heading away from 
the fire toward Santa Barbara. 
Once we reached US 101 we dou¬ 
bled back, able to skirt the fire in 
Ventura, and headed for Nuri’s rel¬ 
atives in San Diego. On the way to 
San Diego, we saw the smoke from 
at least four other wildfires that 
had started in Los Angeles and San 
Diego Counties. 

A week passed in San Diego, and 
news of Ojai filtered in. The air 
quality was quite bad, especially 
for the very young and elderly. On 
our short street of about 25 houses, 
eight had burned down complete¬ 
ly, another five suffered significant 
damage. Our house and the house 
next door survived intact, thanks 
to the efforts of Nuri’s son-in-law 
who had been allowed to return 
the first night of the fire. All told, 
the city of Ojai proper, on the floor 
of a valley, suffered little damage, 
but buildings in the hills surround¬ 
ing it sustained major damage, as 
did the cities of Ventura and Mon- 
tecito. When we returned, our 
neighborhood looked like a war 
zone. As of now, a year later, not a 
single house on our street has been 
replaced. 

By the time we returned to Ojai al¬ 
most two weeks later, the Thomas 
Fire had become the largest wild¬ 
fire in California history. Little did 
we expect that that record would 
be eclipsed within a year by the 
Mendocino Complex fire, with sev¬ 
eral other major California fires 
occurring during that year. When 
we returned, even though the fire 
was out close to Ojai, the smell of 
smoke was overpowering, and it 
continued that way until the rains 
began in mid-January. The hills 
around our neighborhood are filled 
with oil wells, as well as significant 
oil seeps. The seeps continued to 
smolder for well over a month, 
long after the rains came, contrib¬ 
uting significantly to the oppres¬ 
sive smell of smoke. 

Our area is a significant agricultur¬ 
al area, and lost almost >200 mil¬ 
lion in agriculture income from the 
fire. We ourselves have two acres 
of avocado trees, and even though 
our house wasn’t damaged by the 
fire, the strong winds caused most 
of the immature fruit to fall. Fur¬ 
thermore, either the heat of the 
fire or the strength of the wind 
damaged the trees enough that we 
have had very few avocados since 
then, though normally we have 
two crops a year. 


Why these devastating fires in 
such a short time? One clear rea¬ 
son is climate change, which caus¬ 
es longer droughts in California, 
and paradoxically heavier rains 
that promote undergrowth. It also 
doubtless fueled the Santa Ana 
winds, which were the strongest 
of the year then all over South¬ 
ern California. Climate change 
is becoming more acute year-by 
year. And what is behind climate 
change? That is just as clear: it is 
the constant drive of capitalism 
for more growth and more profits, 
no matter what the cost to society, 
spurring the greater use of fossil 
fuels. Another reason that the fires 
are becoming so devastating is 
that (again) capitalism is starving 
the funding of social needs, such 
as the ability to fight fires. The fire 
department in our neighborhood 
never warned us of the fire, but 
only showed up as the neighbor¬ 
hood was already evacuating it¬ 
self. After the neighbors returned 
home, community meetings often 
complained about the poor per¬ 
formance of the fire department. 
Also, scrimping on infrastructure 
contributed to the fire. One cause 
of the Thomas fire is attributed to 
the explosion of an power trans¬ 
former, probably caused by a short 
when power lines contacted each 
other due to the Santa Ana winds. 

Of course, another cause of the 
scrimping on social needs is the 
huge portion of our national bud¬ 
get that is devoted to the military. 
This is especially galling when we 
realize that the reason so much is 
spent on the military is to support 
American imperialism around the 
world, and even now on our very 
borders. This use of the military is 
to protect the income and wealth 
of our capitalist elites rather than 
to provide security for the bulk of 
our population. Furthermore, the 
US military contributes significant¬ 
ly to global warming, being the 
largest single emitter of green¬ 
house gases in the world. 
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Berlin pays its respects to 
Rosa Luxemburg and Karl Liebknecht 



New Diet 

from page 2 

The authors warn that a global 
change in diet and food produc¬ 
tion is needed as 3 billion people 
across the world are malnourished 
-- which includes those who are 
under and over nourished -- and 
food production is overstepping 
environmental targets, driving cli¬ 
mate change, biodiversity loss and 
pollution. 

The world’s population is set to 
reach 10 billion people by 2050; 
that growth, plus our current diet 
and food production habits, will 
“exacerbate risks to people and 
planet,” according to the authors. 

“The stakes are very high,” Dr. 
Richard Horton, editor in chief at 
The Lancet, said of the report’s 
findings, noting that 1 billion peo¬ 
ple live in hunger and 2 billion 
people eat too much of the wrong 
foods. 

“Our goal is to help educate so¬ 
ciety on animal rights, but more 
importantly, protect our planet. 
Communists have always worked 
for the common person to improve 
their quality of life.” 


Big Wage Increase 

from page 1 

the White House, to the Congress, 
to the Supreme Court, and to the 
states—has been dysfunctional. 
It’s been very functional—not for 
American workers, of course, but 
certainly for those people Bernie 
Sanders has referred to as “the 
billionaire class.” 




reprinted from Morning Star 

by Ben Chacko in Berlin 

THOUSANDS marched through Ber¬ 
lin Thursday, January 10, 2019, to 
pay their respects 100 years after 
the brutal murders of Rosa Luxem¬ 
burg and Karl Liebknecht. 

Socialists from all corners of Ger¬ 
many and many foreign countries 
laid red flowers at the tombs of 
Luxemburg, Liebknecht and other 
revolutionaries in the Friedrichs- 
felde Socialist Cemetery in east 
Berlin on the Sunday preceding the 
centenary of their deaths, which 
falls on Tuesday. 

The German communist leaders 
were assassinated in 1919 as the 
Spartacist revolt was crushed by 
the “Freikorps,” a far-right group¬ 
ing of demobbed German soldiers 
who had refused to give up their 
weapons after the German surren¬ 
der in World War I, on the orders 
of Social Democrat Party leaders 
Friedrich Ebert and Gustav Noske. 

Marchers sang the Internationale 
and chants echoed from the myr¬ 
iad socialist groups who came to¬ 
gether to honour the martyred rev¬ 
olutionaries, calling for solidarity 
with the Kurdish people oppressed 
by Turkey’s Erdogan regime, with 
the workers struggling against re¬ 
pressive governments in Sudan and 
Iran and for an end to neoliberal¬ 
ism and warmongering in the EU 
and Nato. 

Demonstrators included the last 
prime minister of the German 
Democratic Republic and honorary 
Left party chairman Hans Mod row, 
numerous Left MPs, many mem¬ 
bers of the German Communist 
Party and international guests in¬ 
cluding Campaign for Nuclear Dis¬ 
armament general secretary Kate 
Hudson and Communist Party of 
Britain leader Robert Griffiths. 

The huge demonstration came 
a day after the largest yet annu¬ 
al Rosa Luxemburg Conference 
in Berlin, hosted by the Morning 
Star’s German sister newspaper 
Junge Welt. 

Over 3,500 socialists came to¬ 
gether for a day of discussion on 
themes including the next crisis of 
capitalism, the changing nature of 
imperialist war and the prospects 
for socialist revolution. 

Talks and panel discussions were 
interspersed with cultural content 
including a theatre piece on Rosa 
Luxemburg and the Perfect Revo¬ 
lution, songs and rallies. 

Enthusiasm rose to a crescendo in 
the session devoted to the 60th 
anniversary of the Cuban Revolu¬ 
tion, with Culture Minister Abel 


Prieto and Cuban Communist Party 
central committee member lliana 
Hernandez. 

Pointing to the rise of the far right 
in many parts of Europe, Junge 
Welt warned that “we are slipping 
back into barbarism, to which so¬ 
cialism is the only alternative. 
That’s why we must honour Rosa 
and Karl, not just this year, but ev¬ 
ery year.” 


Migrant 

caravan 

By Chris Bovet 

VISTA, CA -The Party of Commu¬ 
nists USA Greg Rose Club (Cali¬ 
fornia) renounces the violence 
against the migrant caravan or¬ 
chestrated by the United States 
government. Recently, migrants 
seeking political asylum from Hon¬ 
duras, southern Mexico and other 
Central American areas have ar¬ 
rived at the US-Mexico border in 
Tijuana, Mexico. Where the car¬ 
avan was met with barbed wire, 
new border wall construction, and 
riot police who deployed tear gas 
against young children and wom¬ 
en, among others. Several young 
children have died as a result of 


America’s actions at the border. 

The US created political turmoil 
within other foreign governments. 
The result was instability, war 
and economic uncertainty in other 
countries. Honduras was the site 
of a 2009 coup d’etat orchestrated 
by the Honduran military in unison 
with the US government. This joint 
action deposed the elected presi¬ 
dent Manuel Zelaya. 

Politics in the US are ever more 
polarizing. Right wing forces have 
utilized events by a propaganda 
stunt, referring to it as a defese of 
the Western (White) civilization. 
Continuing the imperialist Monroe 
doctrine. Pseudo-left forces used 
the arrival of the migrants as a 
political maneuver in the 2018 US 
mid term elections. PCUSA notes 
that in general, both the Repub¬ 
lican and Democratic Parties will 
only continue in their service to 
capitalism. Producing the condi¬ 
tions leading to the formation of 
the massive migrant exodus. As of 
this writing, the caravan has been 
repulsed with force, those seeking 
olitical asylum at the US-Mexico 
order. The PCUSA, in internation¬ 
al solidarity, opposes the violence 
against the migrants. Furthermore 
we join with all patriotic people in 
the U.S. in extending a welcome 
to our sisters and brothers seeking 
a better life in the United States. 
Sin Fronteras! 
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Our Mission 


The aim of all Friends of the Soviet People is 
international cooperation in building socialism 
and solidarity with the anti-imperialist forces 
of the world who are struggling against U.S. 
Imperialism - the main enemy of humanity. 

Our History 

U.S. Friends of the Soviet People is the 
successor to the National Council of 
American - Soviet Friendship (NCASF) 
Started in 1918 as “Hands Off Russia” Committees. 
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PCUSA 

Eastern District 
MA... NY ... NJ ... MD ... NH 
PA 

Midwestern District 
MN ... IL ... MO ... OH ... TN ... NE 

Southern District 
FL ... GA... AK ... OK ... TX 

Pacific District 

HI ... CA ...WA... OR ... NV ... UT 



Pay your 2019 Dues 

Dues are $80 per year,and can 
also be paid monthly at the rate of 
$6.67 per month. 



Paid Adver 


Unemployed, students or low-in- 
come member dues are $24 per 
year or $2 a month. Dues may 
oe paid online, by mail, or where 
possible at District and Cell meet¬ 
ings. 

Donations are always appreciat¬ 
ed. 


www.partyofcommunistsusa.org/ 

products/ 


stripe 

VISA i 


tisement 



PEOPLES SCHOOL FOR MARXIST-LENINIST STUDIES 

Classes every 2nd & 4th Thursday of the month 
8:30pm EST / 7:30pm CST / 6:30pm MST / 5:30pm PST 


All phone conferences for PSMLS 
712.770.4010 access code 913032# 

http://www.psmls.org/ 
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Editorial Page 


UNITY is the key to 
party building 


STATEN ISLAND, NY- I was im¬ 
pressed and inspired by the Op¬ 
pressed Nationalities Commission 
meeting. They planned out their 
agenda for 2019 with Cadre Tracy 
Ford elected as Chair. It is great 
to see the continuation of African 
American leadership within our 
Party. It was the Communist Party 
who had the first African American 
on a Presidential ticket in America. 
James W. “Jim” Ford (December 
22, 1893 - 1957) was an activist 
and politician, the Vice-Presiden¬ 
tial candidate for the Communist 
Party USA in 1932, 1936, and 1940. 
A party organizer born in Alabama 
and living in New York City, Ford 
was the first African American to 
run on a presidential ticket in the 
20th century. 

I remember the words of a great 
trade unionist, organizer and 
leader in the Communist Party in 
America who spoke eloquently on 
UNITY. Hosea Hudson was a great 
spokesperson. He said: 

“The major slogan among the Black 
people in these perilous times 
must be to unite. I repeat this 
again and again because I, know 
how our enemies try to divide us. 
We should unite Black people and 
above all the Black youth, not for 
a separate state in this country, 
not to hate the white youth and 
the poor white working masses, 
but to join with them because only 
through such unity will we be able 
to play our role as a force to make 
the wealth of our country benefit 
all the people, to enable them to 
live without hunger and want. To 
sum up the meaning of my seven¬ 
ty years of living, I would say that 
four words are sufficient: Learn, 
Struggle, Organize, Unite.” 

He also states, “What gains we 
have won have grown out of the 
kind of organizations and cam¬ 
paigns, I have described. My only 
real education came through the 
teaching of Marxism-Leninism and 
the leadership of the Communist 
Party (in America). What other 
parties could possibly teach the 
people such understanding of poli¬ 
tics as it taught me?” 

Comrades, the Party of Communists 
USA is a great party. We teach and 
lead by the inclusion for all. All are 
equal in our party. You can’t tear 
us down, for we hold each other up 
and include everyone in the strug¬ 
gle towards Communist socialism. 
Stand proud, we have good lead¬ 
ers, we have successful scientific 
teachings, and our commissions 
and mass organizations contribute 
to this UNITY that Hosea Hudson 
stood for. Our Party membership 
is full of persons who believe and 
live their lives with the UNITY 


Hosea Hudson talked about. 

Be proud to call yourself a PCUSA 
member! 

In Solidarity, 

Dr. Angelo D’Angelo 
General Secretary 
Politburo of the Central 
Committee, PCUSA 
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Dr. Angelo D’Angelo 


It'S 

capitalism 

by Mark Maxey 

PADEN, Okla.-“lf everyone who 
identifies as a leftist, were to re¬ 
ceive a call today that the revo¬ 
lution started tomorrow, 9 am, 
no one would know what to do,” 
Mark Maxey, National Coordinator 
for Movement 4 People’s Democra¬ 
cy said. “The left is fractionated, 
with no clear plan.” 

The answer is with crushing capi¬ 
talism, Maxey reflected. The root 
cause of 100% of our global issues 
is due directly to capitalism. 

“War, lack of world peace, wage 
disparity, union busting, denying 
human rights, environmental ills, 
class divisions are the products of 
capitalism. 

“In the 1970s as a 13-year-old mid¬ 
dle school student, in California, 
at that time the Chicano Morato¬ 
rium was happening,” Joseph Han¬ 
cock, Director of Labor Today said. 
“The Moratorium, also progressed 
by our teachers and students rally¬ 
ing against the Vietnam War.” The 
protests were bringing awareness 
that military recruiting/drafting 
was affecting more persons of col¬ 
or than the whites.” 

A Socialist Review article by Sally 
Campbell looks directly into this 
issue. In the article, it states, “The 
century since the slaughter in the 
First World War has been littered 
with endless more bloody wars. 
Sally Campbell argues the drive to 


war is not accidental but inherent 
in the logic of capitalism.” Sal¬ 
ly goes on to say, “This minority 
of the capitalist class, according 
to Kautsky [Karl Kautsky, a lead¬ 
ing member of the German So¬ 
cial Democratic Party (SPD)], had 
managed to convince the majority 
of industrial capitalists that they 
could only defend their interests 
in the colonies — raw materials 
and labour — through war and em¬ 
pire-building. In fact, said Kautsky, 
the capitalists of different nations 
could agree peacefully to divide 
up the world and exploit it.” 

The only folks who benefit person¬ 
ally and financially from wars are 
those with a political agenda . 

Divide and conquer, or the Ameri¬ 
can form, colonization, is a tool to 
divide the classes. It wedges a po¬ 
tential threat of extinction within 
the races. 

This author of this article previ¬ 
ously wrote on this very subject 
in the late fall of 2018. “Early re¬ 
formers used their religious beliefs 
to justify their Manifest Destiny 
perspective. It overflowed into 
Congress, which passed Manifest 
Destiny-themed bills. Indigenous 
people, meanwhile, were on the 
receiving end of this religious zeal¬ 
otry. Rape, abuse, kidnap, murder, 
and genocide were the end re¬ 
sults for them. The recent quoting 
of Biblical scripture by Attorney 
General Jeff Sessions to justify 
the stealing of immigrant children 
from their parents shows that this 
ideology is still very much alive 
among at least some sectors of the 
U.S. government.” 

As the long-time U.S. Indian Ser¬ 
vice teacher and agent Albert H. 
Kneale noted in his 1950 autobiog¬ 
raphy Indian Agent, the U.S. Gov¬ 


ernment “went on the assumption 
that any Indian custom was, per 
se, objectionable, whereas the 
customs of whites were the ways 
of civilization.” 

Capitalism still plays into the my¬ 
thology of white Manifest Desti¬ 
ny, which goes back to the earli¬ 
est colonial settlements. Trump’s 
policies are aimed at stoking the 
racist anger and resentment of his 
base.lt reflects the interests of the 
same oligarchy that Sen. Bernie 
Sanders assailed in his bid for the 
presidency. In every way, the cur¬ 
rent administration’s policies show 
favoritism to those at the top and 
seek any way possible to divide 
those outside the ranks of the su¬ 
per-wealthy. 

Trump and his team’s “law and or¬ 
der” framework is the same one 
articulated by President Richard 
Nixon in the late 1960s and more 
subtly invoked by Presidents Ron¬ 
ald Reagan and Bill Clinton as they 
ramped up the drug war and fueled 
massive prison expansions during 
their times in office. We jail and 
separate families at the border to 
deter illegal immigration just as 
we jail and separate poor families 
within our country because they 
can’t afford bail or proper legal 
representation. 

It is through the inequalities of 
power and wealth, that capital¬ 
ism nurtures economic inequality 
alongside the inequality under the 
law. 

TruthOut, published a similar story 
in 2018. Richard Wolff stated Eco¬ 
nomic Update: Capitalism Breeds 
Inequality, in his article. The audio 
article stated, this week’s episode 
discusses how globalization has 
worsened inequality and injustice, 
continued on Pg. 7 
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Inside the GM plant where nooses and 

‘whites-only’ signs hung 



Source: Worker Wire Service 

Toledo, Ohio-lt took 14 months for 
the noose to show up. 

Fourteen months where Marcus 
Boyd says he endured racist com¬ 
ments, slights, even threats in a 
hostile workplace run by General 
Motors. 

A workplace where people declared 
bathrooms were for “whites only,” 
where black supervisors were de¬ 
nounced as “boy” and ignored by 
their subordinates, where black 
employees were called “monkey,” 
or told to “go back to Africa.” 

A workplace where black employ¬ 
ees were warned a white col¬ 
league’s “daddy” was in the Ku 
Klux Klan. Where white workers 
wore shirts with Nazi symbols un¬ 
derneath their coveralls. 

In Ohio. In 2018. 

All those allegations are detailed 
in a lawsuit filed against GM in 
which eight workers say managers 
at the Toledo Powertrain plant did 
little or nothing to stop racism. 

For Boyd, it began on his first day. 
He said he could feel the glare 
from white team members as if 
they were saying, “Who’s he to be 
in charge of them?” 

All the other supervisors, who 
were white, received training be¬ 
fore their jobs, Boyd said. Boyd, 
an experienced supervisor albeit 
in a different industry, was given a 
clipboard and told to start. 

But if he wondered if he was mak¬ 
ing too much of that, the situation 
crystallized when some of his ju¬ 


niors ignored him, refused to fol¬ 
low his directions and called him 
the N-word, though he could never 
see exactly who said it. 

When he reported the insubordina¬ 
tion to upper management, he said 
he was told to deal with it himself, 
to counsel his workers who’d used 
the slur. 

The message he said he took from 
his leaders at the plant: Be happy 
you’re here. Deal with it. 

But it got harder each day to ig¬ 
nore, he told CNN in an interview. 

A white employee Boyd oversaw 
told him: “Back in the day, you 
would have been buried with a 
shovel.” 

In his role as supervisor, Boyd re¬ 
ported that, too. The worker was 
taken to a disciplinary hearing with 
a union official and business leader 
where he freely admitted what he 
had said, Boyd recalled. But then 
Boyd himself was pulled aside and 
advised to let the matter go if he 
wanted to get along at the plant, 
he said. No disciplinary action was 
taken, Boyd said. 

Boyd and other workers of color 
learned there was a coded lan¬ 
guage to talk about them, accord¬ 
ing to the lawsuit. White employ¬ 
ees kept calling them “Dan.” They 
thought some people didn’t re¬ 
spect them enough to learn their 
names. But other colleagues told 
them it was a slur, an acronym for 
“dumb ass nigger.” 

The N-word was a regular part of 
life at Toledo Powertrain, where 
components are made for various 
Chevrolet, Buick, GMC and Cadil¬ 


lac vehicles, Boyd said. A white 
woman seen walking with him lat¬ 
er found “Nigger lover” written on 
her pizza box. 

When Boyd and others reported 
the abuse, their leadership told 
them to handle it themselves, he 
said. 

Even more violent situations were 
brushed away. Boyd said he feared 
for his life when a member of his 
team, irate about a vacation re¬ 
quest, yelled and raised a heavy, 
metal clutch assembly as if he was 
going hit him. 

Boyd said he reported it. This time 
the offender was punished by los¬ 
ing one day’s salary. “One day!” 
Boyd repeated, frustrated. For 
what felt like a direct threat to 
his life. One swing with that clutch 
could have been deadly, Boyd said. 
He said he believes there’s a sim¬ 
ple reason why. 

“You have management people in 
high places, and union officials in 
high places, that work together to 
protect people ... that are white,” 
Boyd said. 

‘Like being at war' 

It got to the point where Boyd be¬ 
gan asking God to protect him. 

He said he and another black su¬ 
pervisor, Derrick Brooks, who was 
a former Marine, treated their 
workplace almost like it was a bat¬ 
tlefield. When they saw each oth¬ 
er or checked in by phone, as they 
did every day, they would let the 
other know, “I got your six,” the 
term soldiers use to say they have 
your back. 

It was the kind of reassurance they 
felt they were not getting from GM 
management. 

And then Brooks found a noose 
hanging in the area where he 
worked. As the only black employ¬ 
ee in that space on his shift, he be¬ 
lieved it was aimed to intimidate 


him. 

It was a breaking point, the begin¬ 
ning of the end of his career -- and 
that of Boyd -- at GM. Not just be¬ 
cause the noose had been hung. 
But because of how GM allegedly 
reacted. 

That first noose, and then a sec¬ 
ond, then third, fourth and fifth 
were all reported to GM, ac¬ 
cording to the lawsuit Boyd and 
eight other black employees 
have filed against the company 
for allowing an “underlying at¬ 
mosphere of violent racial hate 
and bullying.” 

GM rejects that characteriza¬ 
tion. 

The company declined to be in¬ 
terviewed but provided a state¬ 
ment that it held mandatory 
meetings and closed the plant 
for a day to have training for 
every shift. 

One example came from a for¬ 
mer union president’s testimo¬ 
ny, Sweeney-Newbern said, that 
at a meeting to address the 
placing of nooses a white super¬ 
visor bemoaned that “too big of 
a deal” was being made. 

That supervisor went on to say, 
“There was never a black per¬ 
son who was lynched that didn’t 
deserve it.” 

“That shows part of the culture 
problem at the plant,” Swee- 
ney-Newbern said. 

“This is the individual that’s go¬ 
ing to go back and explain how 
wrong it is to the staff?” she ex¬ 
claimed. 

On Wednesday, lawyers showed 
photos including one showing a 
message scrawled on a cart on 
the plant floor that says: “You 
only need to hang mean bas¬ 
tards, but mean bastards you 
need to hang.” 
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It’s capitalism 

from page 5 


how Quebec’s doctors are reject¬ 
ing pay increases, the significance 
of the YMCA workers’ strike in Chi¬ 
cago, and the growing Japanese 
co-op movement. 

Paul Farrell’s 2015 article for Mar¬ 
ket Watch, said, Capitalism is kill¬ 
ing America’s morals, our future. 
In 2013 six theses were written on 
the same subject of how capital¬ 
ism quashes human rights. 

In a 1999 class presentation, from 
a Sociology class at the University 
of Regina, a class division is one of 
the exponents of capitalism. For 
Marx, the analysis of social class, 
class structures and changes in 
those structures are key to under¬ 
standing capitalism and other so¬ 
cial systems or modes of produc¬ 


tion. In the Communist Manifesto 
Marx and Engels comment that the 
history of all hitherto existing soci¬ 
ety is the history of class struggles. 

Tithi Bhattacharya and Lance Selfa 
reported in International Socialist 
Review, where they stated, “This 
conversation about race, class, 
and capitalism obviously needs to 
develop more broadly...” 

So capitalism seems to be the ONE 
item that the left can rally around 
to crush bringing about a more so¬ 
cialist world. Crushing capitalism 
is the ROUTE for any true revolu¬ 
tion for the left. 

If the left, rallied around crushing 
capitalism, then most of the prob¬ 
lems in society would disappear 
completely. Start the new year, 
2019, by crushing capitalism. Then 
the left is truly leading the RIGHT 
revolution. 



A lesson in dialectically 
analyzing breaking news 


The Worker Editorial Board 
Response 

Recent viral videos sprung up 
showing a group of white high- 
school students wearing MAGA hats 
and clothing . The recordings from 
Washington DC revealed what ap¬ 
peared to be students surrounding 
and harassing a Native American 
US military veteran. 

During Friday’s (Jan. 18, 2019) In¬ 
digenous Peoples March in Wash¬ 
ington DC, a group of white pri¬ 
vate high-school students from 
Kentucky wearing MAGA-branded 
clothing and hats appeared to sur¬ 
round and harass 64-year-old Na¬ 
tive American Nathan Phillips, a 
veteran of the Vietnam War, as he 
played a drum and chanted in his 


native language. 

Though subsequent videos shows 
before the drummiing started, 
the young teenage boys were be¬ 
ing verbally harrassed themselves. 
Black Hebrew Israelites, BHI, were 
taunting and insulting their (stu¬ 
dents) faith, their priests and their 
culture. What appeared to be 
smugness towards the Omaha In¬ 
digenous elder was being directed 
towards the BHI. How would any 
young teenage boy respond to this 
verbal abuse? 

The social media culture is used 
to manipulate and incite persons 
while maybe not tellilng the whole 
story. Knee jerk reactions further 
the racism divide that is envelop¬ 
ing all nations. We can’t just take 
a live streamed video or Instagram 
picture to tell the whole story. We 
have to go old school and use dia- 
letical reasoning skills before mak¬ 
ing snap judgement. 

Here is what we know to be reli¬ 
able truth. 

AAAGA-branded clothing and hats 
are typically worn by supporters 
of President Donald Trump, and 
the ‘Make America Great Again’ 
(MAGA) slogan is considered to be 
the most important catchphrase of 
the 45th US president’s adminis¬ 


ATTENTION 

Send us your articles, 
photos, or cartoons. 
You can also send a 
Letter to the Editor. 
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tration. 

Seeding Sovereignity, (seedingsov- 
ereignty.org), wrote of working 
through their own complicated 
and emotional reactions to the 
video, and attested to the gener¬ 
osity Phillips displayed: “The way 
we see it, uncle blessed them in 
spite of their behavior because 
he knows our ancestral teachings. 
Many of us love to say we are rising 
in beauty, but how many of us put 
that sentiment into action? 

Many have observed that Trump’s 
polarizing rhetoric on immigrants 
to the US has contributed to the 
current climate of racial abuse. 

US House Representative Deb Haa- 
land (D-NM), a Native American 
and a professed Catholic, was at 
the DC rally.Haaland, pointed out 
that Trump has made it a habit to 
use Indian names, including Poca¬ 
hontas, as insults toward political 
opponents. 

“It is sad that we have a president 
who uses Native American wom¬ 
en’s names as racial slurs, and 
that’s an example that these kids 
are clearly following, considering 
the fact that they had their ‘Make 
America Great Again’ [MAGA] hats 
on,” Haaland noted. “[Trump has] 
really brought out the worst in 
people,” the lawmaker added. 

Rebecca Bengal, Vogue, reported 
eloquently, “On the video foot¬ 
age, it is difficult to hear exactly 
what is said. The students encir¬ 
cle Phillips, camera phones held 
out, a few jeering as he sings. One 
of them, smiling, maintains di¬ 
rect eye contact. Phillips kept on 
drumming. “We’re indigenous,” he 
said the next day in an interview 
with Indian Country Today. “We’re 
different than that. When we see 
our youth going the wrong way, we 
will go up and say, “You are doing 
the wrong thing there, Nephew or 
Grandson. This is just the wrong 
way. ” 

While this story is still unfolding, 
the fact remains that ill-equipped 
Trump for the presidency enflames 


white nationalism. The root issue 
here is racism. It also further doc¬ 
uments how the imperialistic fas¬ 
cists incite class divisions amoung 
all working class groups. At first 
news reports incited anger to¬ 
wards the white youth. The new 
videos incite hatered towards BHI, 
This must be addressed. There is 
no room in scientific socialism for 
class division. 
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In capitalist history, invasion and 
class struggle are not opposites, 
as the official legend would 
have us believe, but one is 
the means and the 
expression of the other. 




Military industrialization 
out of control 


Karl Liebknecht 
quote 

A call for a mass mobilization 
to oppose NATO, war fit racism 


United National Antiwar Coalition , 
UNAC, announced a Protest NATO, 
Washington, DC, Lafayette Park 
(across from the White House. 
Which takes place at 1 PM Satur¬ 
day, March 30, 2019. 

Additional actions will take place 
on Thursday April 4 at the opening 
of the NATO meeting. 

April 4, 2019, will mark the 51st 
anniversary of the assassination of 
the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., 
the internationally revered leader 
in struggles against racism, pover¬ 
ty and war. 

And yet, in a grotesque desecra¬ 
tion of Rev. King’s lifelong ded¬ 
ication to peace, this is the date 
that the military leaders of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO) have chosen to celebrate 
NATO’s 70th anniversary by hold¬ 
ing its annual summit meeting in 
Washington, D.C. This is a deliber¬ 
ate insult to Rev. King and a clear 
message that Black lives and the 
lives of non-European humanity, 
and indeed the lives of the vast 
majority, really do not matter. 

Since its founding, the U.S.-led 
NATO has been the world’s dead¬ 
liest military alliance, causing 
untold suffering and devastation 
throughout Northern Africa, the 
Middle East and beyond. Hundreds 
of thousands have died in U.S./ 
NATO wars in Iraq, Libya, Somalia 
and Yugoslavia. Millions of refu¬ 
gees are now risking their lives 
trying to escape the carnage that 
these wars have brought to their 
homelands, while workers in the 
29 NATO member-countries are 
told they must abandon hard-won 
social programs in order to meet 
U.S. demands for even more mili¬ 
tary spending. 

Dr. King’s words linking the three 
evils of American society: Milita¬ 
rism, Racism and Poverty, and his 
deeply profound remark that every 


bomb that falls on other countries 
is a bomb dropped on our inner 
cities, reveal the deep-rooted re¬ 
lationship between militarism and 
the social, racial, economic and 
environmental injustices that now 
impoverish whole cities and rural 
communities and have plagued our 
society and the world for a long 
time. It was exactly one year be¬ 
fore he was murdered that Rev. 
King gave his famous speech op¬ 
posing the U.S. war in Vietnam, 
calling the U.S. government “the 
greatest purveyor of violence in 
the world” and declaring that he 
could not be silent. 

We cannot be silent either. As Rev. 
King taught us, “Our lives begin 
to end the day we become silent 
about things that matter.” 

Every year NATO has held its sum¬ 
mits, people around the world 
have organized massive protests 
against it: in Chicago (2012), Wales 
(2014), Warsaw (2016), Brussels 
(2017 & 2018) - and 2019 will be 
no exception. 

We are calling for a peaceful mass 
mobilization against this year’s 
NATO Summit in Washington, D.C., 
on Saturday, March 30. Addition¬ 
al actions will take place at the 
opening of the NATO meeting on 
April 4. 

We ask you to make every effort 
to join with us in Washington DC, 
or, if not possible, organize a ral¬ 
ly or demonstration in your area. 
We need to show, in the strongest 
possible way, our opposition to NA¬ 
TO’s destructive wars and its racist 
military policies around the world. 

We also invite you to add your, 
and/or your organization’s name 
to the list of supporters of the an¬ 
ti-NATO, Anti-War and Anti-Racism 
mass actions in Washington DC. 

http://no2nato2019.org/ 


By Kelly McConnell 

The military’s increased spend¬ 
ing this year has resulted in thou¬ 
sands of workers being laid off in 
the auto industry. 800,000 Federal 
workers are also out of work.This 
grim economy is staring right at 
the working class as well. The oli¬ 
garchy within Wall Street isn’t go¬ 
ing to pull this country out of the 
recession. Wall Street has plagued 
main street Americans for de¬ 
cades. Exuberant wealth created 
and accumulated by the super rich 
is starving the working class. The 
governments budget has increased 
only favoring the military. What re¬ 
ally are we defending? It seems so 
offensive to the rest of humanity. 

This military budget boondoggle 
is being sucked into an endless pit 
at the Pentagon. 20 trillion dollars 
spent on the Cold War got us no¬ 
where. More waste and corruption 
is ever increasing in the wasteland 
of runaway spending. The lack of 
concern for the workers is as much 
from the Democrats as the imperi¬ 
alistic Republicans. The so called 


Democrats are afraid and cower¬ 
ing in Congress. There is always 
more for them and less for us. Yet 
paid for by over taxation upon the 
working class. 

An entire fleet of a new bombers 
replacing B-52’s at a bargain of 600 
million each. F-35’s are 135 million 
each. Much of the new weaponry 
that require additional spending 
over the years which has led to 
cost overruns. Renewing the nukes 
while adding more is the imperi¬ 
alistic fascist US agenda for world 
dominance. 

Why is the US solutions for other 
problems of so little concern that 
military spending takes predom¬ 
inance? Problems with issues like 
earning a living wage ,healthcare, 
homelessness, climate change and 
a crumbling infrastructure are for¬ 
gotten. 

It is time that the people need 
to make changes by working for 
a new world. This can be accom¬ 
plished with socialism leading to 
Communism. 
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